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ALESSANDRO BUFALINI, (TUSCIA UNIVERSITY -
ITALY)

“CLIMATE CHANGE AND MIGRATION: WHERE
SHOULD WE LOOK FOR A LEGAL ANSWER?~

alessandro.bufalini@unitus.it

There is no doubt that climate change is affecting human
mobility. It is also quite well-known that international
refugee law does not provide for any kind of specific
protection to people fleeing their country because of
climate change impact. For that reason, many international
law scholars are struggling for filling this normative gap,
calling for an evolutionary interpretation of the existent
norms or the creation of new rules. However, a number of
conceptual and practical problems are at stake when both
dealing with the notion of “climate migration” and trying to
find legal answers to this phenomenon. First of all, it is not
easy to isolate the nexus between climate change and
migration from other drivers of voluntary or forced
migration. Second, climate change may often induce
internal displacement rather than force international
migration. Third, despite the fact that human behavior is
widely considered as the crucial driver of climate change, it
Is quite difficult to ascertain the existence of an intentional
act aimed at forcing people to flee. For these reasons,
current international refugee law does not seem to leave
much room for an extensive interpretation able to protect
people moving because of climate change. At the same
time, a new category of refuge seems hard to define and
perhaps not even desirable. It might then be useful to look
at other fields of international law — such as disaster law —
and assess whether and to what extent people affected by
climate change could find some form of protection.
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FRANCESCO LUIGI GATTA (TUSCIA UNIVERSITY -
ITALY)

“THE SYRIA REFUGEE CRISIS IN THE REGION:
WHAT ROLE FOR THE EUROPEAN UNION?”

Francesco.gatta@unitus.it

The outbreak of the war in Syria has provoked major
humanitarian and migratory repercussions, in the region
and beyond. Syria has rapidly become the top number one
country worldwide in terms of “production” of refugees.
Syrians fleeing the conflict have found immediate shelter in
the neighboring countries, including Jordan. Most of them
have also tried to travel further, in the attempt to reach
Europe.

Confronted with an increasing migratory inflow, many
Member States of the European Union (EU) have reacted
by reinforcing border controls and enacting securitization
strategies. As a consequence, gaining access to asylum has
become increasingly troublesome.

On the other hand, the EU has tried to implement a number
of measures aimed at supporting those countries that were
facing the many challenges associated with the reception of
Syrians. The EU’s intervention has taken various shapes,
being reflected into economic, logistic and diplomatic
support. Against this background, the proposed paper aims
at shedding light on what kind of actions the EU has
implemented in favour of Jordan and, more broadly, in the
region, in light of showing solidarity and international
cooperation. The toolbox of the supporting measures
enacted by the EU

includes the Regional Development and Protection
Programme (RDPP), a programme designed to enhance the
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capacity of non-EU countries in the regions where many
refugees originate from, and/or through which they pass in
transit. A RDPP was activated in 2012 in response to the
Syria refugee crisis and with the aim of supporting Jordan
and Lebanon to develop sustainable capacities to respond to
the crisis in the medium and longer term. Other actions
include resettlement, and initiatives aimed at strengthening
the protection of refugees in the region through promoting
Improved access to basic rights and appropriate legal
assistance, as well as to provide training to local and
national authorities and civil society groups who are active
in the field of asylum and refugees.

The EU and Jordan have a strong partnership across many
sectors and have been linked through an Association
Agreement since 2002. Most recently, on 19-20 December
2022, the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security  Policy/Vice-President of the  European
Commission, Josep Borrell, traveled to Jordan to discuss
regional issues and reaffirm the EU’s commitment and
support for the region, as well as to discuss bilateral
relations. The paper aims at exploring more into deep the
EU-Jordan relations and commitments in terms of
migration management, resettlement and other measures in
the areas of migration and asylum.
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YOUNUS Y. MIRZA (SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY —
UNITED STATES)

“VIRTUAL LEARNING”
ymirza@su.edu

The History of the Barzinji Institute For Global Virtual
Learning This presentation will discuss the history of the
Barzinji Institute for Global Virtual Learning at
Shenandoah University which is named after the Iragi and
Muslim American Dr. Jamal Bariznji. The Institute
emerged from a climate of fear and mistrust in the United
States, specifically after 9/11 and Donald Trump’s “Muslim
Ban”. The Institute sought to bring harmonious
relationships between the United States and Muslim
Majority countries through in-person exchanges that shared
the best practices in reform and innovation in higher
education. However, through the pandemic, the Institute

transitioned to virtual exchange and began to organize
virtual forums, conferences and collaborative projects. The
Institute now organizes projects around the world related to
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals with
the hope of fostering global peace and justice and to reform
and innovate in higher education.

Keywords: Global Virtual Learning Collaborative Online
International Learning (COIL) Islam Muslims
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ST MCCLURE(SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY — UNITED
STATES)

“ZERO HUNGER PROJECT”
Smcclure@su.edu

Background:

Food insecurity is common in Winchester, Virginia. Many
people experiencing food insecurity receive food from a
network of food pantries that partner with the Blue Ridge
Area Food Bank (BRAFB). However, the diverse nature of
the population complicates BRAFB and partner food
pantries’ ability to meet their needs for reliable, available,
nutritionally and culturally appropriate foods. As part of the
Barzinji Institute Service Pillar — Zero Hunger Project, we
aim to describe pantry guests’ experiences at BRAFB
partners in the Winchester, VA area to assist BRAFB’s
strategic planning.

Methods:

The survey was modified from an existing food pantry
survey in collaboration with the partner food pantries and
BRAFB. Surveys are collected in-person by the researcher
team using an online survey on their phones. The process
of survey collection is tailored to each food pantry in order
to minimize disruption to services. Data is collected various
aspects of the guests' experiences, including the quality and
variety of food, availability of food items, accessibility, and
customer service. We aim to collect at least 30 surveys
from each of the nine partner food pantries in Winchester
city.
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Results:

Currently 56 surveys have been collected across three
pantries with data collection ongoing.

Conclusions:

This survey project will provide valuable information on
the experiences of guests at partner food pantries in
Winchester, Virginia. The data collected will aid the
partner food pantries in enhancing their services, meeting
the needs of their clients, and communicating their
successes with donors. The survey results will shared with
the partner food pantries to help them improve their
services and better serve the community. The findings of
this study can inform evidence-based interventions to
improve the experiences of clients at partner food pantries
and address food insecurity in the community.
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DR. NINA JAKUBEIT, DR. NIKOLA PETROVA, DR.
PETER CHEMWENO, DR. ALBERTO MARTINETTI

(UNIVERSITY OF TWENTE - THE NETHERLANDS)

“INTEGRATING CHALLENGE-BASED LEARNING
INTO A MOBILE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT FOR
JORDANIAN CAMP REFUGEES: A POSITION
PAPER™

a.martinetti@utwente.nl

Jordan hosts one of the largest refugee populations, many
of whom still live in camps. Until now, they have had
limited access to the labor market. One of the reasons for
this is their limited ability to meet the demands of the labor
market. This article aims to explore ways to better support
refugees in Jordan to develop appropriate skills to improve
their access to the labor market and their social well-being.
To this end, relevant literature on the refugee situation in
Jordan, the current labor market, and refugees' skill levels
and development was reviewed. Based on this, an
integrative framework for appropriate skills development
for refugees in Jordan was developed using a mobile
classroom and challenge-based learning. This framework is
being implemented and tested in Jordan in the form of the
Edubox learning environment.

Keywords: Challenge-based learning; refugees’ education;
Edubox.
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DR. AYAT NASHWAN ( UNIVERSITY OF SHARJAH -
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES ) LINA ALZOUABI
(KARABUK UNIVERSITY - TURKEY)

“THE AFTERMATH OF THE SYRIAN CRISIS: A
GLIMPSE OF THE CHALLENGING LIFE OF
WIDOWED AND DIVORCED WOMEN RESETTLED
IN JORDAN"”

anashwan@sharjah.ac.ar

This study examines the challenges encountered by Syrian
female widows and divorcees. This study addresses the
social, cultural, financial, and psychological obstacles these
women face in preserving their living arrangements and
parenting and the coping mechanisms women adopt to
overcome everyday challenges. Researchers used
qualitative methodology and interviews to fulfil the aims.
The sample consists of 20 Syrians living in Jordan's
Amman, Irbid, and Al Ramtha in specially designed
compounds for them (14 widows and 6 divorcees). The
study's findings demonstrate that social and cultural norms
existing in Jordan and Syria are generally similar, in which
women view the males in the family as a source of
socioeconomic and emotional stability for them. However,
widows and divorcees face severe socio-cultural, financial,
and psychological challenges in maintaining their living
conditions and the integration process and performing
single parenting. In addition, faith and social connections
are essential to coping with the situation in the short term.
Nevertheless, financial and psychological support seems
vital in the long term. Research on the conditions of
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widows and  divorcees provides evidence to
comprehensively approach the issue of "vulnerabilities" in
the humanitarian-policy programming targeting refugees.
Theoretically, the findings may offer empirical insights into
discussions around women's changing identities through
displacement, agency, and empowerment concerning
parenting experiences.

Keywords: Syrian women, social, financial, psychological,
challenges, coping skills
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DR.OROUB EL-ABED ( CENTRE FOR
LEBANESE STUDIES/ LEBANESE AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY- AMMAN)

"LOCALISED HUMANITARIAN SUPPORT BY
REFUGEES IN JORDAN, LEBANON AND TURKEY "

oroub.elabed@lebanesestudies.com

Special attention has been paid to how displaced refugees
organise themselves and act upon their needs in recent
years. The growing recognition at the UN system of the
localisation of aid and the potential role played by local
actors who can enhance the effectiveness of the
humanitarian response due to their locality has given what
has become called the Refugee Led Organisations (RLO) a
space to grow.

In this work, we analyse the organisation of the refugee
communities as an act of agency and solidarity. In doing so,
we present an understanding of the following: First, the
reasons behind this act and the dynamics emerging amongst
the community members. Second, the role of host states
towards this organised drive by the refugee communities.
And finally, the different patterns, forms and structures that
this organisation takes or manifests itself through
humanitarian ~ services, = community  support and
empowerment.

The paper focuses on three countries of the Middle East:
Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey and various refugee
communities: Syrians, lIragi, Yemeni, Sudanese, Somali,
Afghan and Persians. We question in this work how the
regional policies talk to the international support for the
localisation of aid and self-reliant refugees and what
structures of organisations have refugees in the Middle East
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region been able to create. Findings are based on field
research conducted between August 2021 and March 2022.
Using semi-structured questionnaires in a face to face
interviews with selected numbers of RLO founders,
administrative, volunteers and beneficiaries in selected
cities populated with refugees.
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PRO. AREF ATARI , DR. EMAN BANI ESSA, DR.
RAGDAA BATAINEH, DR. SALAM AL-ROUSAN
(YARMOUK UNIVERSITY — JORDAN)

“SYRIAN REFUGEES STUDENTS (SRSS) IN THE
HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIS) IN
JORDAN: PROPOSED CONCEPTUAL MODEL”

atari@vyu.edu.jo

Purpose: This paper is part of a wider research project that
aims to explore and understand the perceptions and
experiences of Syrian Refugees students at HEIs in Jordan.
At this point, this present paper presents a conceptual
model to guide research on SRSs in HEIs.

Rationale: This paper is conducted to make up for gaps in
research on Syrian Refugees' higher education, an area that
was insufficiently attended to. Secondly, the vast majority
of studies were inter-country investigations. We hold that
there is a need for a country-specific study to situate the
problem within a particular context. Thirdly, many studies
were done in the resettlement (i.e. Western) countries,
which hold different perspectives regarding the education
of refugees. Fourthly, almost all studies were done by
foreign researchers. Although this may bring an ‘outside-
in’ vision, Jordanian universities should not suffice
themselves to be ‘the settings’ for data gathering. Finally,
we feel the academic interest in educating Syrian refugees
in HEIs is waning as the overwhelming majority of studies
were conducted before 2020. Our view is that given the
protracted nature of the conflict, academic interest should
persist.
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Contribution: It is envisaged that this study will contribute
to the existing literature on educating refugees by providing
data from a particular context. It provides recommendations
for action and policy-making. Although the study focuses
specifically on Syrian refugees the findings and
recommendations are relevant and applicable to other
refugee populations living in the host countries as well. The
study is important, particularly for its specific context as
Jordan is one of the main host countries of SR..

Keywords: Syrian Refugees Students, Higher Education
Institutions, Jordan.
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DR.ABDUL RAHMAN AL NATOUR,,
DR.MOHAMMAD ALQAM (PETRA
UNIVERSITY, JORDAN)

“THE IMPACT OF THE SYRIAN CRISIS ON YOUTH
FINANCIAL LITERACY AND THE ROLE OF
FINANCIAL TECHNOLOGY: EVIDENCE FROM
SYRIAN REFUGEES IN JORDAN”

abdulrahman.alnatour@uop.edu.jo

The Syrian crisis in 2011 led to the interruption of
education and social life for millions of children and youth
who ended up as refugees in the neighboring countries. The
crisis negatively affected the level of education for these
groups, and hence, their financial awareness and financial
literacy. This study aims to examine the impact of the
Syrian crisis on financial literacy among Syrian youth

refugees in Jordan. It also studies the Jordanian
environment that was provided to refugees and the
enhancement to it throughout the past decade by the use of
Financial technology and its role in developing financial
literacy among young people affected by the Syrian crisis
and living in Jordan. The researchers will conduct
interviews with those affected by the Syrian crisis and
study their financial literacy and the role of information
technology in reducing the gap caused by the pandemic.
The importance of the study lies in shedding light on the
impact of pandemics on the financial literacy of young
refugees and the role of information technology in reducing
this gap. Where achieving the study objectives contributes
to the literature in several ways, firstly it empirically
investigates the factors impacting the financial literacy of
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Syrian youth refugees in Jordan. Secondly, highlights the
role of financial technology in moderating the Syrian
crisis's impact on youth refugees' financial literacy. Lastly,
it assesses the environment placed on Syrian youth refugees
in Jordan and its role in building the financial literacy of
youth refugees.

Keywords: Syrian Crisis; Financial Literacy; Youth;
Financial Technology.
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DR. NERGIS CANEFE (YORK UNIVERSITY-
CANADA)

“NEW FACES OF STATELESSNESS IN THE MENA
REGION : THE CASE OF JORDAN"

nergiscanefe@agmail.com

This project will examine strategies employed in situ in
select countries in Jordan and Lebanon, where there have
been millions of dispossessed and stateless people since
WWII. The region is also marked by a long history of
normalization of such displacements. The project will offer
a critical intervention vis-a-vis the production of
knowledge on statelessness and forced migration nexus
emanating from the regional landscape of nationhood. It
will question the validity of established legal approaches to
human rights and humanitarian law applied to situations of
mass dispossession. The key objectives of the project are:

1) To determine the ways contemporary forms of
statelessness differ from the classical idea

of statelessness originating from the succession of states in
the immediate post-WWI|I

period with specific emphasis on the post-imperial age of
migration in the MENA

2) To analyze the implications of the exclusive emphasis on
citizenship acquisition in terms

of international law’s application to statelessness as
evidenced by the 1954 UN Convention

Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the 1961
Convention on the Reduction of
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Statelessness;

3) To provide a critique of the streamlined approach to the
eradication of statelessness by

international bodies such as the UNHCR and deliver an
alternative approach based on the

practices of constitutional protections and derivative
applications of human rights in the

selected hubs of statelessness in the MENA, including the
Syrian crisis

4) To interrogate whether the current construction of
statelessness is adequate to deal with the historical
phenomenon of statelessness at a regional scale and
identify the results of

confining statelessness merely to a legal status/condition,
which in turn contributes to the

reproduction of statelessness as a multi-generational form
of injustice.
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